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(4) Diverging in Convergence: Patterns and Mechanisms of Digital Government Policy Diffusion
in China
Zhao Juan', Yang Zesen? Zhang Xiaojin® *38*
(1. College of Humanities, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, Beijing, 100029, China;
2. School of Public Administration and Emergency Management, Jinan University, Guangzhou, 510632, China;
3. School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084, China)

Abstract ID: 1672-6162(2023) 04—0038—-EA
Abstract: This paper examines the diffusion of digital government policies among local governments in China.
By employing the new institutionalism theory in organization sociology and a large —N event history analysis
based on original datasets, we clarify the prevailing patterns and test the mechanisms underlying governments”
adoption of digital government policy. Our analysis identifies four types of digital government policies: Strategic
management policy, data—governance policy, governmental—scenario policy, and ecological —scenario policy, ac—
cording to the scope of policy impact and the essence of policy function. The diffusion of policies diverges in
terms of policy types along time and space suggesting a variety of adoption patterns. We further investigate
three core mechanisms developed from the classic new institutionalism literature to determine whether and how
policy attributes shape local governments” decisions on adoption. The results show that the diffusion of digital
government policy in general is a function of multiple mechanisms driven by coercive, mimetic, and normative
factors. However, the adoption risks and effective mechanisms of specific policies are profoundly conditioned by
policy attributes. In addition to the insights we provide into the rapid—spreading digital government in China,
our findings contribute to the literature on heterogeneity in policy and institutional isomorphism, and extend its
theoretical implications in complicated policy settings.
Article Type: Research Paper

Key Words: Digital Government, Policy Diffusion, Event History Analysis, Convergence, Diversity

(5) Comparison on Three Typical Modes of Urban Digital Transformation in China

Take Shanghai, Shenzhen and Chengdu as Examples
Gu Limei', Li Huanhuan® +53*
(1. School of International Relations & Public Affairs, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433, China;
2. School of Political Science and Public Administration, Shandong University, Qingdao, 266200, China)

Abstract ID: 1672-6162(2023) 04—0053-EA

Abstract: The digital transformation of cities is an important trend of urban development in the digital era, so
what transformation mode exists in the transformation practice? What is the performance and driving force of
these transformation modes? The answers to these questions will help guide the practice of urban digital trans—
formation. This paper adopts the case study method, taking the transformation of characteristic cities as exam—
ples, to construct the digital transformation mode from the three dimensions of institution, organization and en—
vironment, as well as the three fields of economy, governance and life, and to compare and analyze the charac—
teristics of the transformation modes. The research shows that there are digital transformation modes dominated
by digital governance, digital economy, and digital life in China’s urban digital transformation. The transforma—
tion content directly affects the type of urban digital transformation mode. Cities with good location conditions
and strong urban foundation have a stronger ability to gather resources, which makes it easier to build a digital
construction system and provide support for cities to promote digital transformation in all aspects. These cities

have made full use of their resource endowments, policy support and regional advantages, which shows that the



transformation mode suitable for themselves is a good transformation mode. Although the performance and driv—
ing force of the three modes are different, they all play a positive role in urban development. This study will
help deepen the theoretical construction of urban digital transformation and enrich the practical connotation of
urban development.

Article Type: Research Paper

Key Words: City, Digital Transformation Mode, Digital Governance, Digital Economy, Digital Life

(6) Leadership Attention, Project Allocation and Resource Traps of Policy Input
——Why is it Difficult to Popularize the Experience of Exemplary Villages
Xing Chengju, Wu Chunlai - 64-

(College of Humanities and Social Development, Northwest A&F University, Yangling, 712100, China)
Abstract ID: 1672-6162(2023) 04—0064—-EA
Abstract: Under the background of inclusive and extensive policy delivery, it has gradually become an impor—
tant strategy for grassroots governments to improve the efficiency of policy resource allocation and output per—
formance through the relatively centralized allocation of policy resources to create model village. This is a
choice of initiative for grassroots governments to adopt consistent adjustment of attention from top to bottom
when they want to realize policy transformation, which is conducive to link national policy principles, local de—
velopment strategies and grassroots policy information environment, and maximize the efficiency of policy re—
sources and produce bright performance. Existing studies have studied the organizational strategy of policy
demonstration, the multi—level interaction of subjects in policy demonstration, and the sustainable performance
of policy demonstration, but neglected the localized understanding of sustainable development of model villages.
based on the analysis model of project allocation and demonstration performance, through in—depth investiga—
tion of typical case, which is found that due to the superposition of the individuality of leaders” attention and
their performance preferences, the marginal benefit of bright spot demonstration is decreasing, which reduces
the positive effect of policy information docking and precision of supply and demand, resulting in resource traps
for policy investment. In the future promotion of rural revitalization strategy, attention should be paid to the
boundary and limit of the demonstration role of model villages, so as to avoid falling into the trap of alienation
of political performance and losing the positive significance of demonstration. At the same time, this study has
developed the grassroots discovery mechanism of leadership attention.
Article Type: Research Paper
Key Words: Leadership Attention, Project Allocation, Rural Revitalization Strategy, Resource Traps,

Project System

(7) The Synergy of Differentiation: The Action Logic of Vertical Inter—Governmental

Resource Integration in the Open Pilot Policy

Based on the Analysis of the Pilot Work of Municipal Social Governance Modernization

Lin Renzhen, Tang Yujin, Wen Hong *78*
(School of Public Administration, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, 510640, China)
Abstract ID: 1672-6162(2023) 04—0078-EA
Abstract: Most of the existing studies have investigated the pilot policy from the perspective of intergovern—

mental relationship at the macro level, while few focus on the action logic of the governments vertically at the
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