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The Academic Resources and Theoretical Framework for
Developing Comparative Politics with Chinese Characteristics

Dingping Guo

Abstract: Many great achievements have been made in the comparative
political studies of contemporary China during the past four decades since
the reform and opening up policy was adopted in the late 1970s. However,
it is no deniable that there are few brilliant works with theoretical
breakthrough and autonomous knowledge accumulation, which cannot meet
the requirements of modern state-building in the new era China. In order to
develop comparative political studies with Chinese characteristics, it is
imperative to uphold and strengthen the Marxism as our guiding principle,
reinvent and reinterpret the traditional Chinese cultures, emulate and
exploit the theories and methods in foreign comparative political studies,
generalize and conceptualize the good practices in the Chinese socialist

political developments. The comparative analysis of political society, state-
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building, governance system, governmental process, party governance and
governmental performance will contribute greatly to the formulation and
accumulation of conceptual framework for comparative political studies
with Chinese characteristics. This is a long, gradual and dynamic process of
theoretical innovation and knowledge creation, which needs more input and
further efforts by generations of political scientists in China.

Keywords: Chinese characteristics; comparative politics; theoretical innovation;

autonomous knowledge system
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