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[Abstract]  Although Timor-Leste submitted its
application to join ASEAN in 2011, ASEAN has not
granted it with official membership until the end of
2021. This paper argues that ASEAN’s “normative influ-
ence” and its accompanying economic and diplomatic
benefits are the reasons why Timor-Leste has been ea-
gerly seeking its membership. For ASEAN, although
most its current members insist that Timor-Leste’s acces-
sion will boost ASEAN’s “norm influence”, Singapore is
concerned by China’s economic penetration in Timor-
Lester which can be translated into political influence in
the ASEAN if the country is granted with membership.
As a result, Timor-Leste’s membership in the ASEAN
depends on its current members’ calculation on their own
geopolitical interests as well as the value they put on
ASEAN’s “normative influence”.

[Key Words] Timor-Leste, ASEAN, Normative

Influence, Geopolitical Concerns
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