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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO.6, 2023

Paul S. Reinsch’s International Relations Studies Ma Jianbiao and Xu Gao (184)

The mainstream perspective in the current scholarship is that the discipline of
modern international relations was founded in 1919, after the end of World War 1. In
fact, Paul S. Reinsch, an American Political Scientist, inspired by his mentor Frederick
Jackson Turner’s “Frontier Thesis”, had started to study global situations and international
relations prompted by the “Eastern Question” in the late 19th century and published his
seminal work World Politics in 1900 followed by his monograph Intellectual and Political
Currents in the Far East in 1911. In 1903, Reinsch played a leading role in founding
American Political Science Association, which led to the establishment of an international
academic network centered around him. In Reinsch’s study of international relations, the
theme of “American exceptionalism” is the focal point. Although his work emphasizes the
role of China on the global stage, his approach retained an inherent expansionist nature.
In other words, Reinsch tried to reshape the Chinese civilization based on the American

civilization, and transform China into “the U.S. of Asia”.

Historical Notes
Study on the Relation among Departments, Ministers, and Court-and-Directorates

after the Reform of the Yuanfeng Years in the Northern Song Huang Guanghui (201)
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