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Changes in Relations and Norm Feedback; A Case Study of Attitude Shifts Be-
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[ Abstract ] The relational theory assumes that relations hold ontological priority in
relators” norm feedback. How does the changing relationship between a norm entrepre-
neur and a norm target affect the latter’s attitudes toward the norm? This article exam-
ines the changes in relationships from two dimensions; the degree of emotional connec-
tion in the relationship and the geopolitical value, and analyzes the mechanism by
which the logic of relationality plays a role in the normative feedback of the target
country. As it finds, when there is no significant emotional connection and geopolitical
value in the relationship between the norm entrepreneur and the norm target, the
latter’s attitude towards the norm depends on rational considerations, including the de-
gree of compatibility and appropriateness between external norms and its existing prac-
tices. When the degree of emotional connection in the relationship increases, the norm
target may become more open in negotiations regarding normative content, either by
trusting the entrepreneur and letting go of previous concerns or by maintaining a close
relationship with them. The upgrade in the geopolitical value of the relationship drives
the target country to take more proactive measures towards the norm in order to gain a
relative advantage in the entrepreneur’s relational circle or to prevent its competitor
from gaining such an advantage. In the process of norm socialization, the norm entre-
preneur may exert its agency by setting socialization goals and managing relationships.
Since the signing of Treaty of the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon Free Zone, the atti-
tudes of China and the US toward the non-proliferation norm of the ASEAN have been
continuously adjusted, and the logic of relationality explains well the dynamics of this
transformation and the active role played by ASEAN in it.

[ Key Words ] the logic of relationality, norm entrepreneur, norm target, norm feed-
back, Protocol to the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon Free Zone Treaty
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[ Abstract] Unlike the Franco-German reconciliation, Japan and South Korea have made
several reconciliation efforts after World War II, but only a shallow reconciliation has
been achieved, and the degree of reconciliation failed to deepen over time. On the ba-
sis of the initial reconciliation achieved through the normalization of relations in 1965,
the two reconciliation efforts after the 1990s were not solid and did not lead to a sta-
ble improvement in relations between the two countries, but rather reinforced South
Korean society’s perception of Japan’s insincere attitude toward the historical issue,
which made it more difficult for Japan and South Korea to reconcile. The particular
process and development of Japan-South Korea reconciliation provides an important case
of interstate reconciliation. Historical factors, social psychology and social culture,
changes in political leadership, US attitudes, and domestic politics of the two countries
are not sufficient to fully explain the many twists and turns and difficulties that e-
merged in the process of Japan-South Korea reconciliation. This paper argues that there
are structural factors behind the difficulty of deepening Japan-South Korea reconcilia-
tion, especially the failure of two important reconciliation efforts since the 1990s. The
asymmetry of the Japan-South Korea power distribution and its changing degree, as
well as the changes in Japan-South Korea mutual strategic demands, have had an im-
portant shaping effect on the Japan-South Korea reconciliation process, making it ex-
hibit a special pattern. Constrained by the asymmetry of power distribution and the dy-
namics of Japan’s and South Korea’s mutual strategic demands, Japan and South Korea
still face insurmountable obstacles to achieving deep reconciliation in the coming period.
[ Key Words] interstate reconciliation, Japan-South Korea relationship, power asymme-
try, Northeast Asian security
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