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[Abstract] At present, most studies focus on
the adoption and policy change process of policy
learning, while less attention has been paid to the
information seeking process and the policy-learning
network in China: (1) Who is the actors, and what
is the contents and motivations of policy learning
(2) How is the network structure and its evolution
over time (3) What are the influencing factors of
policy learning Based on the data of provincial de-
partments of ecology and environment from 2011 to
2017, this paper adopted social network analysis and
spatial autoregressive model to explore the black box
of “who to learn from”. “what to learn” and “why
to learn ”. The results show that the environmental
policy-learning network basically covers all the pro-
vincial environmental protection bureaus around the
country, with multiple topics and the motivation of
task completion logic and legitimacy logic. From
2011 to 2012, the density of the whole network is
strong, the positions of participants tended to be
equal, and the distribution of resources was
balanced. Although the overall network density from
2013 to 2017 is lower than that from 2011 to 2012,
the density was gradually increasing but participants’
status was uneven.

[Key Words] Policy learning, Information see-
king. Leaders’ characteristics, Spatial effect, De-
partment of Ecology and Environment
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