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ABSTRACT

Constructing the “Three Systems” of Philosophy and Social Science with Chinese Characteristics :
Theoretical Interpretation (1)

Zhang Zhengwen & Li Fengliang & Lei Lei & Zheng Chongxuan & Xiong Yihan & Liu Liangjian
Abstract: Every major change in human society and every major development of human civilization cannot be
separated from the knowledge transformation and ideological guidance of philosophy and social sciences. General
Secretary Xi Jinping made the first clear statement and strategic task of “accelerating the construction of philosophy
and social sciences with Chinese characteristics, comprehensively explaining the basic principles that should be
followed to accelerate the construction of the discipline system, academic system, and discourse system (“Three
Systems”) of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics, and pointing out the direction for the
development of China’s philosophy and social sciences in the new era. The report of the 20th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China once again emphasizes the need to accelerate the construction of “Three Systems”
with Chinese characteristics. Commissioned by the National Office of Philosophy and Social Sciences, We invited
experts and scholars from relevant fields to conduct a thematic discussion on “Building the ‘Three Systems’ of
Philosophy and Social Sciences with Chinese Characteristics”. The theoretical achievements will be published in two
parts: “Theoretical Interpretation” and “Path Exploration”.

Professor Zhang Zhengwen pointed out that the internal logic and inevitable connections of the “Three
Systems” should be scientifically grasped, consciously following the development logic and laws of construction,
based on great practice, adhering to scientific guidance, grasping the focus of efforts, and achieving mutual
promotion and common development among the three. Professor Li Fengliang believes that the disciplinary system is
the foundation, the academic system is the driving force, and the discourse system is the core and key. The academic
system revolves around the disciplinary system and is presented through the innovation of the discourse system.
Building a philosophy and social science with Chinese characteristics should face tradition, the times, and the future,
adhere to the principle of making the past serve the present, strengthen problem awareness, and strengthen innovation
drive. Professor Lei Lei pointed out that in the construction of the disciplinary system, we should return to the
basics, innovate, and integrate with each other; Facing problems directly and building traditions in the construction
of academic systems; To showcase one’s own characteristics and align with world trends in the construction of
discourse system. Only in this way can we fundamentally find the solution to the “Question of Dai Yi”. Researcher
Zheng Chongxuan suggested that through the construction of “Three Systems”, we should promote the formation
of an independent knowledge system suitable for the process of Chinese path to modernization based on Chinese
practice, discover Chinese problems, and speak Chinese truth in the integration of various resources at all times and
in all countries. Professor Xiong Yihan believes that the “autonomy” of the autonomous knowledge system is an
embedded autonomy, which has three meanings: firstly, it is embedded in the world knowledge network; Secondly,
it is embedded in China’s social practices and the living world of Chinese people; The third is to embed cross-border
and interdisciplinary knowledge communities. Professor Liu Liangjian pointed out that the “Three Systems” need
to be integrated internally and externally, and the theoretical system achieved by systematic theoretical construction
should be interconnected rather than closed. In the face of the historical upheaval of “intergenerational leap”, we
need to inherit and explore the “Three Systems” that belong to the new era and are lively and vigorous.

Reflections and Prospects on the Study of Political Concepts in China
Guo Zhonghua & Ren Jiantao & Xiao Tangbiao & Guo Taihui & Li Lifeng & Xiao Bin
Abstract: Political concepts are the fundamental tools for the production of political knowledge. Although China
has thousands of years of political practice history and has accumulated rich political experience, the modern
and contemporary political concepts generated from it are extremely limited. Most of the concepts in China’s
current political science knowledge system are based on foreign transplantation. In the context of building China’s
independent knowledge system, it is necessary to establish a political concept system that is consistent with China’s
actual situation, and produce knowledge that is consistent with China’s development requirements.

Professor Guo Zhonghua pointed out that in the three fields of social science concept theory, political concept
history, and practical concept construction, current research mainly focuses on the theme of political concept history,
but there is a clear lack of attention to the first and third fields. Concept theory research has a fundamental position
for the entire concept research and must be highly valued. The knowledge foundation, construction principles,
system structure, and analytical models are the four core areas of theoretical research on social science concepts.
Professor Ren Jiantao believes that empirical research dominates the current research in political science. Empirical
research opposes concepts and conceptual thinking, belittling normative value exploration, which is actually a way
of overflowing academic context and narrowing research space. Efforts to refine concepts in an anti-conceptual
empirical atmosphere are not only necessary for sublimating empirical research in political science, but also a way
out for normative research that is in trouble. Professor Xiao Tangbiao emphasized that the descriptive concepts
constructed by political science should have good analyticity and operability. The scientific construction and
development of concepts and scale tools is the primary link in political science research, but it needs to be further
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