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[ Abstract] This article introduces a new analyti-
cal perspective of information communication and
internet use into environmental concern research,
pointing out that individual-level internet use and
city-level internet penetration rate have an influence
on environmental concern through different mecha-
nisms. Based on the statistical analysis of CGSS
(2010), it finds that individual internet use increases
the level of environmental concern. City-level internet
penetration rate has both direct and indirect effects
on environmental concern. For one, internet pene-
tration rate presents an inverted U-curve relationship
with environmental concern. For another, internet
penetration rate has a moderating effect on
education. The theoretical implications for environ-
mental concern and internet studies are also discussed.
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