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not necessary depends on voting.

If we treat election as a process of selection among candidates for a certain position, we can logically distinguish two
basic types of election, that is election through drawing lots and election by voting. Then based on the standard of
relationships between voters and candidates, we can subdivide the election through drawing lots into four types. Type one is
the whole people selecting a certain number of members from the whole people, which is similar to the classical direct
democracy. Type two is the whole people selecting a part of members among a part of the people (a group of candidates
previously selected among the whole people), a similar model of the indirect democracy. The third model is a part of people
selecting a part of members from the whole people, i. e., part selecting part, a hybrid regime type. The fourth one is a part
of people selecting a group of members from the whole people, which is similar to an elite regime.

The ancient Chinese peoples had practiced all four types of election by drawing lots. They had also practiced different
types of mixed models. Moreover, they had practiced the mixed models that combined election through lot-drawing with
election by voting. A careful study of these models has practical implications. It could help us better understand traditional
Chinse politics, extend research in this field, and enrich the contemporary democratic theory and practice.

This article also shows that election by drawing lots, paralleled to election by voting, could be used in direct and
indirect democracies, as well as in other political systems. But the adoption of election by lot-drawing is limited by the
population size, and it also needs to be used together with other tools, with a set of supporting measures and institutional
guarantee.

Key words: Drawing lots; Voting; Selection; Democracy; Ethnic minorities

Inclusive Election and Its Practice in Contemporary China
Chen Zhouwang

Abstract: Election has been the most important institution of democracy since modernization. People may say that there
would be no democracy without election. No doubt all elections involve some kinds of competition. However, competition is
not all for democracy, which must be inclusive. The competitive election cannot guarantee the best outcome. Moreover,
unlimited competitions among the candidates will possibly lead to some social divisions and crisis of democracy. In practice,
the heavy pressure of competition drives the political figures to pay more attention to the campaigns and less to the
governance. To avoid those defects, we need to emphasize the importance of inclusion in the elections. Surely, the
competitive election can be more inclusive through institutional design, such as adopting rules that help the minority get more
chances to win, but this cannot solve the problems completely. We need a kind of inclusive election that prioritizes
inclusion. The inclusive election in favor of social solidarity emphasizes both democracy and good governance. In fact, the
inclusive election will not exclude any competition at all; on the contrary, by designing some inclusive institutions, it tries to
combine inclusion with competition, and avoid the political chaos from the campaigns. Firstly, the isolation of the interest of
the voters from the candidates is necessary. Secondary, The inclusive election claims to a disproportionate representative for
the minority. Thirdly, candidates who can promote solidarity among the citizens would have more chances to win according
to the election rules. To the inclusive election, democracy seems to be a holistic process instead of a single vote. In the
process of the inclusive election, the meaning of majority will change constantly, which need to be recognized by some
institutions. The democracy practice in contemporary China is very close to an inclusive election, as is shown by the
excessive representative for the minority, the openly nomination, the bloc vote and the deliberative democracy. In
contemporary China, competition is also very important to election and the reforms of election have been trying to make the
election more competitive, which means that competition and inclusion could be combined together in election in
contemporary China. The purpose of election is not only to choose the competent leaders, but also to realize a good
governance and promote solidarity. In constructing socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics, we have tried to create
a kind of inclusive election. The reform of election will pay more attention to optimizing its inclusiveness in the future, for
example, to make the process of deliberation more institutionalized.

Key words: Democracy; Election; Inclusiveness; Competition
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